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We’re the… Librarians!

Melanie has been employed
at BCLS the longest!

“Without libraries
what have we? We
have no past and no

We’re introducing a new column that
highlights a library system staff member
each month. This month we begin with
Melanie Free, who is the longest
employed staff member at BCLS.

found out that an interviewer from a
previous job interview recommended her to her sister, library employee Lydia Brinkley, and it was Lydia
who told Mr. Wise about Melanie.

Unemployed due to the closure of
the company she worked for, it was
a kind word from a former interviewer that brought Melanie Free to
the library system.

Melanie first worked with Lydia in
Special Services preparing books for
circulation. Later, she was promoted
to Circulation Manager, which she
found a little overwhelming. Advice
from her trainer Sara McGovern put
things in perspective, “Nothing you
do at this desk is life or death. Any
mistake can be fixed. Don’t worry.”

Seemingly out of the blue, the
former library director Ronnie Wise
contacted Melanie in August 1998
and offered her a job. For over a
year, Melanie wondered how he
even knew she had been looking for
a job. A year later Melanie finally

With the arrival of the computer
age, Melanie was made the Automation Coordinator and put in charge

of placing barcodes on all items in
the library. When the job was completed, Mr. Wise informed her, “I
want you to learn how to fix computers,” and as Systems Administrator, she’s been keeping the computers and network up and running
throughout the county ever since.
“I’ve worn many hats here and I
even worked nights and weekends
for a short time as janitor. I love my
job, my co-workers (past and present), and our patrons all over the
county,” Melanie confides. “The
world of technology is constantly
changing, and I learn something new
every day.”

Grape Expectations 1

future.”
~Ray Bradbury~

Arbor

Door Attendants

Wine Pull
Floral Creations

Bartenders

Cashiers & Ticket Sellers
Continued at “Grape Expectations 2”

Grape Expectations 2

Others Who Helped
Join us February 25th at
4 p.m. for The Heart of
Black History program at
Robinson-Carpenter Memorial Library in Cleveland.
Open to the public and free
admission.

Bolivar County Library System Staff
Kitchen & Food Donations

Last, but not least, thank you to
everyone who donated wine for the
Wine Pull and anyone else who isn’t
listed above (we’re so sorry for any
omissions), but also helped with the
Gala.
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Freegal® Music Service is Now Available

As we shared last month, BCLS is
pleased to offer Freegal® Free
Music Service. Wondering what
types of music are available? Well,
here is what library staff has
downloaded recently:
Megan: Hello by Adele, Smoke
Break by Carrie Underwood, and
I Will Wait by Mumford & Sons.
Bethany: I’m Coming Over by
Chris Young.
Sharon: How Sweet It Is by James
Taylor, Calypso by Suzanne Vega,
Sundown by Gordon Lightfoot, Judy

Calendar

Blue Eyes by Crosby, Stills, Nash &
Young, and For What It’s Worth by
Buffalo Springfield.

February 19th, 26th & March 4th,

Jennifer: Fame by David Bowie,
The New Love Song by the Avett
Brothers, Talking in Code by Margot
& the Nuclear So and So’s, Hello by
Adele, and Alive by Pearl Jam.

February 25th—Heart of Black

Tamara: Tainted Love by Soft Cell,
Willie, Waylon & Me by David Allan
Coe, Bangarang by Skrillex & Sirah,
Lost Highway by Hank Williams, and
Drag Me Down by One Direction.

Books Featuring John Hailman at

Having any difficulties or have questions, please contact Tamara Blackwell at 662.843.2774 ext. 104 or
stop by Robinson-Carpenter with
your device.

Open to the Public in Cleveland

11th—Preschool Story Hour at 10
a.m. at Robinson-Carpenter

History Month at 4 p.m.—Open to
the Public at Robinson-Carpenter
March

10th—Luncheon

With

12 Noon—Open to the Public at
Robinson-Carpenter
March 16th—Cleveland

"Where else but at a
Library

Commission Meeting @ 10 a.m.—

March 16th—Board of Trustees
Meeting @ 1:30 p.m.—Open to the
Public in Cleveland
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Oxford for 33 years and served as

after the program.

program in March.

Legal Counsel to the late U.S.

So bring your lunch and join us for

Mr. Hailman will talk

Senator John Stennis.

this exciting program on March

about his new book Return to

If you want to purchase a book for

10th at 12 noon at the Robinson-

Guntown: Classic Trials of the

the book signing, contact Cotton

Carpenter Memorial Library in

Outlaws and Rogues of Faulkner

Row Books at 843-7083 by March

Cleveland. As always, admission is

County, which is a follow-up to his

2nd

free and soft drinks will be

award winning From Midnight to

book(s) will be available to pick-up

With

Books

to

pre-order

office

and

in their pockets

quiet and peace, and

We’re pleased to have

Attorney’s

person with no money

walk into a place of

Luncheon With Books Featuring John Hailman

U.S.

library can a

in

your

walk out with
something beautiful
and borrowed?"
~Don C. Reed~

provided.

Free or Bargain Price eBooks Are Easy to Find
Looking for free and/or bargain
price eBooks? Here are some
great places to look. Some deals
offered may only be available for a
short time, so confirm the price
before completing any transaction.
Bolivar County Library
System www.bolivar.lib.ms.us.
We have eBooks and digital audiobooks—all you need is your library card and PIN! At our website, click on “Axis360” and then

go to the “App Zone” to get the
reading app for your device.
Pixel of Ink: Free & Bargain
Books www.pixelofink.com. Free
newsletter featuring free and
bargain price Kindle eBooks in all
genres.
BookBub www.bookbub.com.
Free service that requires registration, but allows you to choose the
types of fiction you would like be
notified about via newsletter.

eReaderiQ www.ereaderiq.com.
An eBook tracking service for
Kindles, just sign-up for the daily
newsletter or get a free account
and take advantage of author and
book tracking services, too.
The
Fussy
Librarian
www.thefussylibrarian.com. Free
registration and once you choose
your preferences, you receive a
newsletter with only the types of
books you want to read.

Go to our website at
www.bolivar.lib.ms.us to
check eBooks and Digital Audiobooks.

Some Bolivar County History...
“PRENTISS by Annie Lenoir Cassity (Continued From Last Month)
Bolivar County Library System

[The story takes up with Miss Cassity describing how she and her brother Haught were sent

104 South Leflore Avenue

home by their Aunt, Mrs. Montgomery, who lived in Natchez, which was flooded. Mrs.

Cleveland, MS 38732-2607

Montgomery put them on a boat in the care of “a dear old couple who were going to St. LouHours: Monday-Thursday

9:00—6:00

Friday

9:00—5:00

Saturday

9:00—1:00

is.”]
Of course, there was no way to let anyone know we were coming. When we landed at Prentiss

Closed Sundays & All Legal Holidays

there was nothing but a little one-room cabin in the woods and not a soul in sight. I wondered

Phone:

(622) 843-2774

how we were going to get anywhere. Haught said we would have to walk. We could not stay

Fax:

(662) 843-4701

Email:

info@bolivar.lib.ms.us

there, and there was no land in sight except the levee, but after a while a Negro man came by
in a skiff and Haught got him to take us to the Clark place. He would not take us any further.

Individual phone numbers and email
addresses may be found at our website.

When he put us out on the levee there, it was dark, and there was still no one in sight. Haught
said we would have to walk to Aunt Matilda’s, about two miles up the levee, so we started out,

“Like” us on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/1bcls; you may also

and after walking part of the way, we met Floyd Hicks, our cousin, riding down the levee. He

access the page from our website.

put us both on his horse, and we went on our way, rejoicing over our good fortune.
Whether Prentiss is still the landing or not, I do not know, but this I do know, that where the
little village stood there are now immense forest trees; they, with their beautiful foliage and

Contact the Friends:
Phone: (662) 843-2774

clinging vines and bushes, have covered and blotted out the ruins of the once thriving little
village—Prentiss.”

Email: bishopcathy@yahoo.com

Excerpt from History of Bolivar County, Mississippi by Florence Warfield Sillers, et al (Spartanburg: SC: 1976 [1948])

We’re on the Web
@
www.bolivar.lib.ms.us

Check back next month when we will learn about Riverton.

Bolivar County Library System Information:
Board of Trustees:

Library Staff:

Ms. Geraldine Grammer, Chair

Jennifer Wann, Director

Marie Shorter, Shelby

Sharon Williamson, Assistant
Director

Kanesha Collins, Circulation

Mr. John Raymond
Bassie, Vice-Chair
Ms. Deloris Johnson,
Secretary
Ms. Natalie Peeler
Ms. Rebecca Lewis
Seated (L to R): Sharon, Nan, Board Member
Geraldine Grammer, Megan; Standing (L to R):
Clara, Board Member Natalie Peeler, Melanie,
LaShaunda, Tamara, Former Director Lynn Shurden,
J.R., Martha, Bobbie, Terrye (partially obscured),
Board Member Deloris Johnson, and Brett.

Bobbie Matheney, Youth Svcs
Terrye Jackson, ILL / Special
Services
Melanie Free, Systems
Administrator

Cleveland Commission:

Tamara Blackwell, Reference
Svcs / Newsletter Editor

Ms. Jurist Green, Chair

Brett Jordan, Technical Services
Megan Fleming, Circulation

Ms. Dorothy Tolliver, Vice-Chair
Ms. Weegie Walker, Secretary
Ms. Carol Tatum

Jasmina Norris, Circulation
Bethany Brooks, Circulation
LaShaunda Evans, Circulation
Tina McGee, Circulation

Ms. Cheryl Line

Nan Williamson, Benoit
Martha Lawson, Rosedale /
Gunnison

Evelyn Brown, Merigold
Clara, Housekeeping
Branch Information:
Benoit (662) 742-3112
Hours M & Th 9—1
Gunnison (662) 747-2201
Hours T & Th 1—5
Merigold (662) 748-2105 (ph) /
(662) 748-2596 (fax)
Hours M, T, W & Th 1—5
Mound Bayou—Closed Until
Further Notice
Rosedale (662) 759-6332
Hours M & W 10—5, F 12—5
Shaw—Closed Until Further
Notice
Shelby (662) 398-7748
Hours M & W 10—5, F 12—5

